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http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/videos/goal-of-the-tournament/video=2389158/index.html












The Case against Qatar 

• The report “The Case Against Qatar” 

sets out the broken system for workers in 

Qatar, how Qatar fails the test of 

international law and provides new 

evidence on working conditions including: 
 

–   salty water being provided to workers in camps for 

cooking and washing; 
  

http://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-special-report-the-case


The Case against Qatar ctd.. 

• employers demanding deposits of US$275 

are paid by workers before they are allowed 

to leave for holidays; 

• over 2500 Indonesian maids a year fleeing 

from abusive sponsors; and 

• workers in squalid accommodation at the Al 

Wakrah Stadium   

 





Kafala 1 



Kafala 2 

















Projects 

• By 2022, an estimated US$200 billion will 

be spent on: 

–  eight new stadiums,  

– 92 training sites,  

– a new rail and metro system,  

– a port, an airport and  

– 100 Hotels 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-04-20/qatar-cuts-number-of-world-cup-soccer-stadiums-amid-rising-costs.html


Projects ctd.. 

• Qatar estimates that half a million extra 

migrant workers will be needed to complete 

these works. 

• But in the absence of concrete measures to 

improve their situation, the World Cup will 

trigger massive human rights abuses 

committed in the name of sport 



FIFA  

• Qatar's inertia on labour reform should 

concern Fifa and their sponsors just as much 

as allegations of corruption in the bidding 

process. 

• ITUC Conditions for a Qatar World Cup 

2022 



ITUC Conditions 

– an end to the kafala system and the right of 

workers to have a collective voice through 

freedom of association; 

– the use of ethical recruitment companies; 

– a non-discriminatory minimum wage,  

– And a compliance system that is fast, 

independent and has appropriate power for 

sanctions. 

 



Irish Connection? 

 

 



Jim Boyce VP FIFA 

• Expressed our concerns and urged him to 

propose our conditions at FIFA EXCO 

• Approved approach of Qatar’s Supreme 

Committee for Delivery and Legacy – 

agreed to “work with FIFA to guarantee 

welfare of all workers” 

• Later supported revote if corruption 

proven… 



Irish Companies? 

• Belle Harvey, Construction and 

Engineering 

• Bolger Construction, Construction and 

Engineering 

• Byrne Looby Partners, Construction and 

Engineering 

 



Irish Companies ctd 

• Duffy Consulting Engineers, Construction 

and Engineering 

• Jones Engineering Group, Construction and 

Engineering 

• Mercury Engineering, Construction and 

Engineering 

• JOSAR HOLDINGS LTD 

 



Irish Companies? 

• No specific allegations 

• KCC Architectural responded to “The 

Journal.ie”  

– “never seen anybody mistreated or heard about 

any complaints on site”  

– Sites “as good as you’d get in Ireland” 

– 8am to 6pm 5 days a week 



Human Rights and Business? 

• UN Guiding principles and OECD 

Guidelines for MNE’s: 

– “Companies should respect Human Rights” 

– “independently of State’s abilities/willingness 

to fulfil their HR obligations” 

– “state’s role to protect against human rights 

abuses” 

– Role of “National Contact Point” (DJEI)? 



Proactive agenda for Ireland? 

• Commitment to work with companies 

operating in Qatar; 

• Call on them to respect OECD Guidelines 

• Convene meetings involving MNEs / TU’s 

and investors with a view to addressing 

violations – “due diligence” 



Need it be this way? 



Community Links 



LOCOG 2012 

• Sourcing Code - international labour 

standards and applied to all companies it 

signed contracts with.  

• Complaints mechanism for workers to 

report violations of this code.  

• LOCOG agreement with Playfair 2012 - 

public disclosure of 72% of production sites 

for Olympic branded goods.  

   



http://www.rerunthevote.org/ 



 

Trapped in Qatar: the migrants who 

helped build the “tower of football” 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jul/28/-sp-qatar-migrants-tower-football-world-cup


Conclusion 

• “The elite tournament of the most 

democratic sport in the world should not be 

played in the midst of a medieval system of 

cruelty and certainly not in venues 

constructed on the lives of people who have 

sought nothing but a decent living”. 



Thanks 

• David.joyce@ictu.ie 

• @djoyce18 on Twitter 

• #Qatar #Rerunthevote 
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